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UM LECTURE EXAMINES MONTANA’S ULTIMATE OLD WEST VILLAIN 
MISSOULA —
During the 1800s, the pioneer towns of Bannack and Virginia City were beset by a 
band of stagecoach robbers and murderers. The early settlers turned to their sheriff, Henry 
Plummer, to end the violence, but in a stranger-than-Hollywood twist, the sheriff turned out to 
be the leader of the outlaw gang. The famed Montana Vigilantes were formed to dole out 
frontier justice to Plummer and his crew.
Those wishing to learn more about this bloody chapter of Montana history should 
attend “A Decent, Orderly Lynching: The Montana Vigilantes” by Frederick Allen at The 
University of Montana.
A former CNN commentator and political editor and columnist with the Atlanta 
Constitution, Allen will speak at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7, in the North Underground Lecture 
Hall. The lecture is free and open to the public courtesy of UM’s O’Connor Center for the 
Rocky Mountain West and the Department of History.
Allen will use fresh evidence to re-evaluate the life and times of Plummer. He also 
argues Montana s vigilante founding fathers were justified at first but quickly succumbed to 
power and defied federal authority.
Allen’s book “Secret Formula,” a history of the Coca-Cola Co., has been translated 
into seven languages, and “Atlanta Rising,” an analysis of the forces that shaped modern 
Atlanta, was published in 1996.
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